DE   LEGIBUS. BOOK IV.
HEADS OF THE FOUKTH DIALOGUE.
P. 704. The advantages and disadvantages arising from the situation of a city, and the great difficulty of preserving the constitution and the morals of a maritime and trading state, are described.
NOTES ON THE GREEK TEXT.
P. 704. He is speaking of the difficulty of preserving the constitution and morals of a maritime and trading state. yap /cat xPr)fJLa'rLO'fJLOV ^LCL /caTTTyXaas1 e/ATrtTrXacra eavryv, 77^77 /3oXa /cat airicrra rat? i/'i/^ats evriKrovcra, avrrjv re vrpos avrrjv irdKiv aiTLcrrov /cat a<pi\ov Trota, KCLL Trpos TOus aXXousr avBpwiTovs rws. The great advantage of a maritime power with respect to its influence, its commerce and riches, its politeness of manners and language, and the enjoyment of every pleasure and convenience of life, arc admirably explained by Xciiophon (iu Athen. Rcpnbl. p. 204.), who considers it in every light, in which Montesquieu and the best modern political writers would do. But Plato extended his views farther: he says, Ov TO crufeffOai TG /cat et^at, JJLOVOV a^^pw?rot? TL/jLLuirarov ijyov/JLevoL, KaOaTrep 6t TroXXot, ro 3e tus pfXricrrovs yiyvtffQai re /cat ct^at, roarovrov Xpovov QVQV ai> UO-LV. (707. see also p. 71-1, and L. 5. p. 743.) Plato never regards policy as the art of preserving mankind in a certain form of society, or of securing their property or their pleasures, or of enlarging their power, unless so far as all these